
How to Attract Great 
Loopers and Other 

Transient Boaters to 
your Marina



Agenda

• Great Loop Basics

• Popularity

• Stats

• The Route

• Who are Loopers?

• Numbers

• Demographics

• What they need and want along the 
way

• Opportunities



Popularity

• Main Stream 
Media

The Today Show

• Social Media



Great Loop Stats

• About 6,000 miles
• 15+ states & provinces
• 1+ countries
• 5,250+ miles
• 100+ locks
• 365 (+ or -) days

• Average Looper Boat is 40’



Great Loop Stats

• Completed by about 100 
boats per year

• Generally done counter-
clockwise

• Start date dependent on 
location

• Very social trip



Great Loop
Waterways
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• TennTom
• Gulf ICW
• Atlantic ICW
• Chesapeake, NJ, Hudson 

River
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Great Loop
Waterways

• Erie Canal to Oswego 
Canal to Kingston

• “Triangle”
• Lake Champlain, 

Richelieu, St. 
Lawrence, Rideau
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Great Loop
Waterways

• Trent Severn Waterway
• Georgian Bay
• North Channel
• Lake Huron
• Lake Michigan
• Illinois River
• Mississippi River
• Ohio River
• Tennessee River



Who are 
the 

Loopers? 

• Retirees

• Families

• 20-somethings

• Various backgrounds

• Various economic status



How 
many are 
there?

3,755 memberships

572 in progress

153 completed in 2017

2,179 planning



What Do
They Do?

Socialize!

Eat

Explore

Services

Shop



Things to 
Do

Attractions

Festivals

Historic Sites

Museums
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Sputnik Festival – Manitowoc, WI
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Food & 
Drinks

Restaurants

Meals/Dishes

Henry’s – Frying Pan Island (henrysfishrestaurant.com)

#1                                          



Food & 
Drinks

Restaurants

Meals/Dishes

Patti’s Pork Chops–Grand Rivers, KY

#3                                          

Butter Tarts

#1                                          



What 
attracts 
them to a 
particular 
marina?

Special offers

Information

Convenience



Convenience

•Location
• Close to what they want to see and do

•Provide transportation
• Courtesy Car
• Ride Share Discounts

•Amenities
•Wifi
• Laundry



Information

•Make sure they know:
• What is nearby
• What your town is famous for

•Provide a briefing
•What can they expect from the waterway?

• Hazards?
• Markers?
• Possible next stops?



Special Offers

•Discounts (incentives!)
• Fuel
• Dockage

• Consider slip discounts that encourage longer stays

• Group discounts/social interactions
• Packages with other businesses



How do I 
reach 

them?

•Join the conversation!
•Forums
•Social Media

•Go out and meet them!
•Seminars
•Events
• Informal gatherings

•Advertise
•Digital
•Newsletters



Other Ways to Attract 
Transient Boaters

• Albemarle Loop
• Group of marinas

• Loyalty program

• Coupons

• Shops, restaurants

• FREE Dockage



Other Ways to Attract 
Transient Boaters

• Paducah, KY
• City project

• Walking distance to downtown

• Fuel



• Funding from excise tax on:

• Fishing equipment

• Fuel (boat and small engine)

• Import duties

• Interest

BIG-Boating 
Infrastructure 

Grants



BIG-Boating 
Infrastructure 

Grants

• Provides funds to states to:

• Construct, renovate, and 
maintain tie-up facilities with 
features for transient boaters in 
vessels 26 feet or more in length

• Run through a state agency 
selected by Governor

• May partner with local 
governments and private 
marinas



• Tier One (non-competitive)

• Up to $200,000 annually per 
state

• Tier Two (Competitive)

• Evaluated and ranked by a 
national panel 

• Final decision by the Director of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service

• Approved grants up to 75% of 
the project costs

BIG-Boating 
Infrastructure 

Grants



America’s Great Loop

Kimberly Russo

Director

America’s Great Loop Cruisers’ Assoc.

843.879.5030

krusso@greatloop.org

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Development Opportunities Conference


