
KEEPING OUR MARINAS CLEAN

Building Partnerships to 
Reduce Marine Debris



NAMEPA’s Mission
• Preserve and protect the marine 

environment
• Demonstrate maritime’s commitment to 

environmental protection and pollution 
prevention

• Support the marine industry
• Engage maritime businesses, government 

and public to “Save Our Seas” by promoting 
sound environmental practices

• Educate the public on the importance of 
protecting marine resources



What is marine debris?

• Anything man-made that ends up in the marine 
environment via point or non-point source

• 80% of marine debris comes from land-based sources
• Can be transported by runoff, wind, or dumping



Where can you find it?

Marinas, beaches, inlets, underwater, above water, gyres, 
currents, streams, rivers, deltas, channels…anywhere!



The numbers







Ingestion, Entanglement, Injuries

•Mistaking debris for food causes malnutrition and 
starvation
•Debris has been found in the stomachs of 
plankton - ecosystem-level disaster
•Trapped in fishing line, beverage containers, etc.
•Cut wildlife
•Toxic items can bio-accumulate in fatty tissues of 
marine mammals 

Ingestion, Entanglement, Injuries



The problem with plastic

• Never fully decompose – they 
breakdown into small pieces called 
microplastics (<5mm)

• Absorb chemicals it breaks down 
which can contaminate sediment 
and waterways

• High durability and buoyancy
• Leach harmful chemicals into water 

as it photodegrades 
• Can be mistaken for food



Impacts on humans

• Navigation hazards
• Block channel 

passages

• Impact seafood economy by damaging fishing 
gear and critical habitats, depleting fisheries, 
and transporting invasive species

• Decrease tourism due to eyesore on beaches
• Cost money to clean debris up in communities



Marina Cleanup Day!
• Partnership with Ocean 

Conservancy, California 
Coastal Commission (CCC), 
California State Parks Division 
of Boating and Waterways 
(DBW)

• Target boating facilities, 
boating groups, sailors, 
fishermen, and water 
enthusiasts



Why marinas?
• Direct access to waterways
• Usually in areas of high 

tourism, trade, and/or 
seafood production

• Community of seafarers who 
are responsible for proper 
waste disposal on boats

• Reduce risk of boat damage 
from debris



How to host a Marina Cleanup Day

• Check out the Do-It-Yourself Cleanup 
Tool Kit

• Set date, location and time and register 
online

• Receive Cleanup Toolkit and supplies
• Recruit volunteers and advertise with 

flyer templates
• Collect data to report to Ocean 

Conservancy

https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/start-a-cleanup/do-it-yourself-cleanup-kit/


Makes a 
difference

Builds 
community

Keeps boaters 
and marine 

animals  safe

Preserves 
marine 

ecosystems



•Organize a Marina cleanup!
•Volunteer with a local 
organization or beach clean-up
•Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!
•Educate yourself and others
•Use Clean Swell app to 
contribute to marine debris 
research

Do your part!


